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As a demanding area of surgical practice with a plentiful supply
of challenging clinical problems, hepatopancreatobiliary (HPB)
surgery is a specialty in need of solutions. Operative Solutions in
Hepatobiliary and Pancreatic Surgery seeks to redress the balance.
Aimed at both the practising surgeon and the surgeon in train-
ing, this 352-page book is divided on anatomical grounds into
sections relating to the pancreas, duodenum, liver, gallbladder and
biliary tract. The authors have made a calculated decision to focus
on clinical management and the resulting text represents a useful
on-the-spot resource for surgeons who may not necessarily deal
with HPB issues on a daily basis.
This is unapologetically not an exhaustive reference tome. The
text has a pragmatic ‘what we would do’ feel to it. Rather than
providing an extensive critical appraisal of the literature, clear
views are presented on most subjects. In some instances, these
opinions will provoke discussion. However, the authors frequently
acknowledge the validity of alternative options and the text is
appropriately referenced.
Passages describing rarer problems and more unusual
approaches to complex HPB problems that may not as easily be
found in other textbooks, or indeed encountered by all during
contemporary surgical training, will be of interest. The clearly and
concisely presented section on the surgical management of portal
hypertension is one such example. The text is generally highly
readable and is richly illustrated, with over 200 clear line illustra-
tions. Although they are straightforward in style, most of these
illustrations effectively convey the key ‘take home’ messages.
Love them or hate them, the text is also accompanied by numer-
ous problem-based flowcharts. Although some of these charts
are subject to a degree of overlap and an element of over-
simplification in order to preserve clarity, the majority of them
draw together the decision-making process effectively.
Ensuring that the content of any textbook is up-to-the-minute
is a major challenge. Some sections, such as those relating to
chemotherapy and surgery for colorectal liver metastases, may not
completely convey the increasingly nuanced therapeutic options
available and passages relating to minimally invasive HPB surgery
are also somewhat limited in content. However, these are minor
deficiencies and overall this book represents a well-considered,
accessible and welcome addition to the surgeon’s bookcase.
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